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A Note from Mike 
I’m running for mayor because Charleston is facing big challenges and the city is missing the 
leadership needed to protect what makes it special while improving residents’ quality of life. 

The current administration claims to have accomplished much regarding flooding, traffic and 
overdevelopment. But just look around: they are consuming us -- while taxes, fees and violent 
crime are also on the rise. 

Charleston is a great city that needs a mayor who will put residents first, build consensus and get 
things done. Below is my vision and plan to do that. It is a living document, one that has been 
and will be informed by Charlestonians. 

If you have questions or input, please email me at Mike@VoteSeekings.com and we will set up a 
time to talk. 
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Flooding 
Flooding is the most critical threat we face as a city. It is a problem that has become a crisis. If 
left unaddressed, floodwaters will devastate property, erase history and destroy our quality of 
life. Sea level is rising and stormwater is surging. Charleston must be on the forefront of 
confronting our flooding troubles before it is too late. 

We have made progress on localized efforts, but we now need to turn our attention to large-scale 
projects. That takes a plan, leadership and regional cooperation. 

While many standalone studies have been produced, we still lack a unifying plan (the Dutch 
Dialogues final report says so) -- and real progress. Such a roadmap for funding flooding relief 
efforts must begin with identifying projects in order of importance and magnitude -- and then 
making them happen. Here are my top five (with the estimated cost to implement or complete): 

● Calhoun West/Hospital District ($400 million) 
● Church Creek Drainage Basin Improvements, Rezoning and Water Management 

Infrastructure ($100 million) 
● West Ashley Drainage Easement Acquisition and Maintenance ($25 million) 
● King & Huger Flooding Relief ($30 million) 
● Johns Island Implementation of Dutch Dialogues Water Management Plan ($25 

million-plus) 
 

These are not prioritized to the exclusion of other projects but represent the most critical and 
unfunded efforts. Our current sources of revenue are limited and primarily include our General 
Fund, Drainage Fund and Stormwater fund, none of which produce the resources necessary to 
tackle flooding infrastructure. We must, instead, look to effectively leverage other sources, 
including: 

● State Infrastructure Bank: On Day One, I will have the City begin the application 
process for $200 million dollars to commence work in the Church Creek Drainage Basin 
and on the Calhoun West projects. These efforts will both address flooding and critical 
mobility infrastructure. (The current administration already faltered here.) 

● Charleston County Half-Cent Sales Tax: These funds are largely derived from sales in 
the City and should be used for critical flooding infrastructure needs, all of which, when 
complete, will alleviate the problem of water collection in our roads. 

 

https://www.voteseekings.com/post/low-battery-sea-wall-shortchanged


 
● Cruise Ship Passengers: Cruise lines currently pay ZERO dollars directly to the city -- 

and the mayor has never even asked them to contribute. Consistent with the unanimous 
vote of Council in 2015, we must implement a $25 per head landing fee which, based on 
current size and frequency, will raise an annual revenue of $10 million. 

  

 



 

Traffic 
The current administration claims it has accomplished a lot when it comes to traffic.  

But just look around. Your commute is no better today -- and it is probably worse -- than four 
years ago. 

Instead of talk, I am committed to building what we can now to alleviate traffic problems while 
also creating a long-term action plan to for a better future. 

As our city grows, so do our infrastructure issues. There is no single solution, but there are many 
ways to make improvements, from major initiatives and small-scale projects to increasing 
alternative transportation options and embracing new technology. Mobility in the city and region 
is a puzzle with many pieces that includes roads and bridges, bike and pedestrian infrastructure, 
modern mass transit and strategies like vanpool and flexible work hours. 

Importantly, I will be a voice for the City on the county, state and federal level, effectively 
advocating for the funding we need. And I will use the City’s AAA bond rating to make every 
dollar count while exploring public-private partnerships that can move our region forward. 

I will not, as the incumbent mayor did, go to the State Infrastructure Bank and suggest that the 
City of Charleston pay for roads with ... a bake sale. 

I’m often asked about 526, which appears to be moving forward with funding from Charleston 
County and the state. The project will likely face years or decades of legal challenges and we 
cannot afford to sit still in the meantime. 

So, as that winds its way through the system, my priority projects include (but aren't limited to): 

● US 17 & Main Road Flyover (West Ashley & Johns Island) 
● Southern Pitchfork (Johns Island) 
● James Island Connector Flyover at Folly Road (James Island) 
● Lowcountry Rapid Transit (Neck Area, Downtown, Medical District) 
● Maybank Highway Improvements, including a smart light at Maybank and River 

Road (Johns Island) 
● Central Park Road Improvements (James Island) 
● Installation of advanced traffic management technology throughout the city 
● Ashley River Bike/Ped Bridge 

 

https://www.mainroadcorridor.com/
https://www.postandcourier.com/news/charleston-effort-to-bridge-the-ashley-for-cyclists-hinges-on/article_42d1708a-d62f-11e9-b79f-77cdfda173dc.html
https://lowcountryrapidtransit.com/
http://www.lowcountrygo.com/
https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/finishing-i--takes-another-hit-after-state-bank-board/article_c041ea4e-7966-11e8-9cd9-a795ff76c7b5.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/politics/finishing-i--takes-another-hit-after-state-bank-board/article_c041ea4e-7966-11e8-9cd9-a795ff76c7b5.html


 

Overdevelopment 
The rapid growth we see has triggered a development boom across the entire city. Whether it is 
new hotels, massive apartment buildings or sprawling single-family home developments, it 
seems Charleston has become an endless construction site. 

Far too often, our residents’ quality of life has suffered in the name of progress. Poor planning 
has worsened traffic and flooding problems, and it is time for a mayor who can and will actually 
work effectively to develop a long-term plan for growth and development that puts residents 
first. 

My priorities include: 

● Enacting extensive zoning changes: Starting Day One on Johns Island. 
● Ensuring infrastructure and transportation options are in place before approving 

development: A must-have. 
● Requiring more financial investment in the community from developers: Let's find 

creative ways for developers to bring benefits that offset impacts. 
● Allowing more density only where it benefits our residents: Along the Lowcountry 

Rapid Transit corridor, for instance, not in a West Ashley floodplain. 
● Combining city Planning and Transportation departments: These two go 

hand-in-hand but work in silos under the current administration. That changes on Day 
One. 

  

 



 

Attainable Housing 
Major cities across America are facing housing markets that are becoming more expensive and 
less attainable for life long residents. 

Sadly, Charleston is no different. 

I will not be a mayor who makes lofty promises that I cannot keep, but I can tell you this: we are 
going to work to leverage a number of resources, including a voter-approved bond initiative and 
millions from a loan recently repaid to the City, to ensure that attainable housing is built in 
places where it’s needed and where there is access to food, healthcare, education and, 
importantly, transportation. The Lowcountry Rapid Transit project, which I have helped lead 
since its inception, is a key to spurring attainable housing growth over the next decade. 

Also note that the current administration claims it has "put together" $40 million for affordable 
housing. That money came from two sources: the aforementioned 30-year-old loan repaid to the 
City and a voter-approved bond issue in 2017 -- and nothing, to this point, has been 
accomplished with it. Meanwhile, the administration has approved the most hotel rooms 
EVER in a single term, 2,700, while 3,500 market-rate apartments have been constructed. 

 My priorities include: 

● Maximizing attainable housing funds, including developer contributions from new 
hotel rules that I helped create 

● Delivering more attainable housing in connected locations 
● Establishing a regional attainable housing coalition that works closely with 

partners like Charleston County, Berkeley County and the Berkeley Charleston 
Dorchester Council of Governments (BCDCOG). 

 
  

 



 

Fiscal Responsibility 
I have worked hard since I joined City Council a decade ago to spend taxpayer dollars wisely 
and responsibly. I have never voted for a general property tax increase and have helped 
balance nine straight budgets. 

The challenges we face as a city are great and they are expensive. But the solution to every 
problem cannot and should not be tax and fee hikes on residents -- which our current mayor 
favors. (On his watch there has been a property tax hike and stormwater fee increase, in addition 
to a sales tax increase and bond issue that the mayor has claimed credit for.) 
 
At the same time the City’s largest public works project, the Spring-Fishburne drainage 
improvement, is $43 million over budget, something the current administration did not 
acknowledge until December 2018. 

Simply put, we must address issues in ways that do not hinder our ability to maintain our 
economic prosperity or put the entire burden on residents. Wild stabs at funding and major 
projects tens-of-millions over budget are no way to fight flooding. It takes fiscal planning and 
responsible government. 

The truth is, the millions of visitors that Charleston hosts provide our city with many 
opportunities, but they also create many of the challenges that we face year-round. I believe we 
should immediately take action on strategies to increase city revenues. Critical projects related to 
flooding, traffic and attainable housing can be within reach by requiring visitors to contribute 
more.  

My priorities include: 

● Generating city revenue via cruise ship landing fees 
● Applying for $200 million in State Infrastructure Bank funding to address large-scale 

projects in Church Creek and the Medical District 
● Maximizing other revenue opportunities created by tourism 

  

 



 

Neighborhoods 
Daniel Island & Cainhoy 
Daniel Island is a beautiful community and a place unlike any other in the City of Charleston.  

While there is much to love about DI, issues like traffic, transportation and road infrastructure, as 
well as public safety services, need more attention from city government. As mayor, I will ensure 
that Daniel Island receives the support it needs while working with agencies such as SCDOT and 
county governments to maintain and improve your quality of life. 

Oh, and let's fix that grocery store issue, too. 

It’s important to note that while flooding might not be an issue on Daniel Island, the ongoing 
trend of tax and fee increases on residents means islanders are helping to foot the bill for the 
administration’s inability to secure large-scale funding on the state and national levels. 

The Peninsula 
Downtown Charleston is iconic. Images from Rainbow Row, the Four Corners of Law and 
scores of restaurants are shared around the world. 

But is Charleston, today, the No. 1 place for its residents? Residents on the Eastside who face 
surging violence and gentrification would probably say no. Those in Ansonborough who are 
greeted with steady cruise ship traffic and no benefit in return would probably say no. Business 
owners on King Street and across the peninsula who have had taxes and fees increased by the 
current administration would probably say no. Doctors and nurses who have had to wade through 
the Medical District would probably say no. 

Downtown, like other areas, faces the triple threat of flooding, traffic and overdevelopment. As 
mayor, I will aggressively and effectively pursue funding for the Calhoun West Drainage project, 
implement recommendations from the Dutch Dialogues and ensure that each of the 300,000 
cruise passengers that arrive here each year pay a landing fee. 

Working closely with Chief Luther Reynolds, we will increase neighborhood policing, allowing 
officers to be more present and connected to the communities they serve while keeping residents 
safe. 

And we will continue to offer free public transit options like the King Street Route 20 and the 
Hospitality on Peninsula shuttle that connect residents to food, jobs, healthcare and more while 
keeping thousands of visitor automobiles off our streets. 

 



 
James Island 
James Island is a part of the City with distinct character and unique jurisdictional 
challenges that need to be carefully managed. Big picture, James Island is dealing with issues 
related to flooding, traffic and overdevelopment that the current administration has not 
addressed, which is a recurring theme. 

I will work with Charleston County to push forward workable infrastructure solutions that are 
real benefits to residents. Meanwhile, bike/ped connectivity is a must; it’s a public safety issue 
that I'm working with BCDCOG to to prioritize and tackle through local projects. As mayor, I 
will also direct more city resources to public transit, in the form of a downtown connection from 
Harborview Road and via a regional vanpool program. And we’ll work to make sure James 
Islanders are served with adequate recreation facilities. 

Growth on James Island, and the flooding issues that it brings, is also a priority as we 
comprehensively look at reducing impacts going forward. 

Johns Island 
Johns Island is Charleston’s rural soul. Coming onto the island evokes a special feeling of 
another time 

But that reverie is threatened by a present that includes fill-and-build development. On Day 
One, I will begin implementation of the Dutch Dialogues Water Management plan, and 
that includes a zoning overhaul to prevent fill-and-build development. 

Two major infrastructure projects are at the top of the list on Johns Island: The Southern 
Pitchfork and the flyover at Main Road and Hwy. 17. (While the flyover itself isn’t on the island, 
it’s integral to island traffic improvements and portions of the improvements carry onto the 
island.) The current administration has balked at the pitchfork while I encouraged the mayor to 
go fight for it. 

A smaller fix will be in the installation of a smart light at the intersection of Maybank Highway 
and River Road. It’s a pain point for thousands most mornings and it’s something that we will 
fix. 

West Ashley 
When I was first elected, my district included portions of West Ashley. I'm also a property owner 
there. And my mom lived on Sothel Street for 14 years. I know how much West Ashley means to 
this city. 

As to what needs to be done in West Ashley, it needs to be re-energized with city resources 
and prioritized by the mayor's office. Improvements for flooding both large-scale (Church 

 

https://www.postandcourier.com/business/real_estate/big-new-development-on-johns-island-gets-city-s-ok/article_9bdf8d3c-821b-11e9-97f1-abad64bd5481.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/business/real_estate/big-new-development-on-johns-island-gets-city-s-ok/article_9bdf8d3c-821b-11e9-97f1-abad64bd5481.html


 
Creek) and small scale (ditch maintenance) are a priority. For the former, I will apply for up to 
$200 million in State Infrastructure Bank funding and for the latter we will map groundwater 
elevations and stormwater migration patterns in addition to conducting a drainage maintenance 
inventory for ongoing upkeep. 

Major road projects like the Glenn McConnell improvements and the flyover at Main Road and 
Hwy. 17 are a must, as is connectivity between neighborhoods via bike/ped facilities. I, along 
with city staff, will work with Charleston County to ensure those projects are completed and 
provide real benefits to West Ashley residents. And we'll also work on traffic management 
technology upgrades throughout the city.  

Beautification of streets and progress on stalled ideas like the old Piggly Wiggly site also need 
effective support from the mayor's office. The Pig deal was a bad one for residents and continues 
to be an eye-sore and literal dumping ground, with no end in sight. We will fix that. 

There are areas where development and redevelopment make sense in West Ashley,, but it 
should never come at the expense of residents' quality of life, and developers should be held 
accountable for the impacts they create. 

There is also a place for public transit and strategies like van pools (with park-and-ride hubs at 
places like Citadel Mall and the Bees Ferry Walmart) and employer-led flexible work schedules. 

West Ashley doesn't need to be revitalized, it is already vital and vibrant. It does need to be 
re-energized by city resources and the mayor’s office. Speaking of, in my first year, I plan to 
open a Neighborhood Mayor’s Office in West Ashley to increase convenience and open new 
lines of communication.  

Someone recently said that West Ashley has been treated like the "red-headed stepchild of 
Charleston." No one in our city, regardless of where they live, should feel like that, and I will 
work every day to ensure that they don't.  

 



 

Public Safety 
As noted, a top priority will be the reintroduction and growth of community policing. One of my 
first actions as mayor will be to map out and implement a community policing strategy that a 
recent audit of the police department noted was lacking. As the audit, which I voted in favor of 
conducting, recommended, "CPD should reinforce the roles and responsibilities for all teams and 
patrol officers to engage in community policing activities and efforts." We have to build trust 
and respect between our officers and residents and Chief Reynolds will have my backing and the 
resources to be able to do that. 

Equity 
The City of Charleston needs goods and services in order to operate. Making more of those 
purchases for minority-owned businesses has the dual benefit of meeting a need and fostering a 
vibrant and diverse local economy. The City is thriving, and its success should be shared 
equitably among all. 

As mayor, I will also establish a Minority Entrepreneur Mentorship program that will 
raise the profile of community business role models and make city resources available to 
aspiring minority entrepreneurs. 

Finally, all Charlestonians are feeling the effects of the challenges posed by sea level rise, either 
directly or indirectly. Some clearly feel the effects more immediately and just as we must work 
to be equitable in sharing the city’s success, we also must be equitable in working to solve 
flooding issues for all residents. We are in this together and no solutions can or will be successful 
without community buy-in and support. All projects and solutions must, by mandate, include 
community input and be aimed at improving residents’ quality of life. That said, and taking a 
page from the Dutch, we must be bold and have a large-scale view of time, scale, purpose, 
systems and environment. We cannot accept, and will not accept, projects that are single- 
purpose. Multi-purpose projects add economic, environmental, recreation, mobility and social 
benefits that are crucial to a vibrant and livable community. 

Cruise Ships 

 



 

Cruises are responsible for more than 300,000 people contributing to our city’s traffic, 
congestion and clutter -- yet the current mayor never asked the cruise lines to pay anything 
to help alleviate the impacts they create. 

As mayor, I will raise millions for the City by making cruise companies pay a landing fee for 
every passenger -- which is something Council unanimously approved in 2015 -- and use the 
revenue for initiatives to tackle flooding and build affordable housing. Residents deserve to 
directly benefit from the cruise ships calling on our port. 

Off-shore Drilling 
I am against off-shore drilling and have been since Day One. Folly Beach Mayor Tim 
Goodwin and I took up this charge more than five years ago, and in September 2019 I was proud 
to stand with an incredible range of bi-partisan leaders to celebrate passage in the U.S. House of 
Representatives of a bill banning off-shore drilling along the South Carolina coast. 

 
Don’t see a subject addressed that matters to you? Email me at Mike@VoteSeekings.com to talk 
about it. 
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